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SUBJECT: ALLEGATION OF RHODESIAN AIR ATTACK ON BOTSWANA 
REF: (A) GABORONE 2130, (B) LUSAKA 2678, (C) LUSAKA 2680 

1 . OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT HAS RELEASED STATEMENT ALLEGING 

AIR ATTACK AT PANDAMATENGA ON THE BOTSWANA/RHODESIAN BORDER 
60 MILES SOUTH OF KASANE. LATEST RHODESIAN CAMPAIGN REPOR 
TEDLY BEGAN WITH GRENADE ATTACK DESCRIBED REF A, PARA 2, 
CONTINUING DURING THE NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER 3 WITH A BOMBING 
ATTACK BY THREE RHODESIAN AIRCRAFT. ACCORDING TO REPORT IN 
SEPTEMBER 6 DAILY NEWS. NO CASULTIES WERE SUFFERED ON BOTSWANA 
SIDE, BUT THE ATTACK STARTED BUSH FIRES WHICH ARE STILL OUT 
OF CONTROL. MOREOVER, INHABITANTS OF AREA WERE FORCED TO 
LEAVE THEIR HOMES FOR SAFER AREAS FARTHER FROM BORDER. 

2. DAILY NEWS ARTICLE ALLEGES THAT RHODESIAN ' BUILD- 
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UP" IS CONTINUING ACROSS BORDER FROM BOTSWANA "POLICE 
STATION" AT PANDAMATENGA. ARTICLE STATES RHODESIAN 
TROOPS "INTEND CONTINUING WITH THEIR UNPROVOKED ATTACK 
ON BOTSWANA". 

3. COMMENT: WE NOTE THAT REPORTED AIR ATTACK ON 
BOTSWANA COINCIDES WITH RHODESIAN AIR RAIDS WHICH PRO- 
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YOKED IMPOSITION OF CURFEW IN ZAMBIA. REFERENCE IN 

DAILY NEWS TO BOTSWANA "POLICE STATION" INDICATES THAT 

BDF IS PROBABLY NOT DEPLOYED IN PANDAMATENGA WHICH IS, AS NOTED. 

60 MILES FROM MAIN NORTHERN BASE AT KASANE/KAZUNGULA 
AREA. LATEST CLASHES APPEAR TO BE FURTHER EVIDENCE 
THAT RHODESIAN FORCES ARE ABLE TO STRIKE AT WILL ALONG 
BOTSWANA'S N ORTH WESTRN BORDER AND DO NOT HESITATE TO DO SO. 
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